
CONNECTICUT SENTENCING COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting 
Thursday, September 12th, 2019  

2:00 – 4:00 PM 
Legislative Office Building, Room 2B 

300 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, CT 

 
MINUTES 

 
Members Present: Robert J. Devlin (chair), Sarah Russell, Gail Hardy, Patrick L. Carroll, Gary 
White, Gary Roberge, William Dyson, Michael Chase, Thomas Kulhawik, Mark Palmer, 
Natasha Pierre, Hillary Strackbein, Carleton Giles, Rollin Cook, Michael Chase 
 
Staff: Alex Tsarkov (Executive Director), Mary Janicki, Van Augur, Cynthia Samokar 

 
I. MEETING CONVENED 

 
The meeting was convened at 2:05 pm. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE 5.16.2019 MEETING 
 
The minutes were unanimously approved. 
 

III. 2019 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
1. SB 948, An Act Concerning the Recommendations of the Connecticut Sentencing 

Commission with Respect to Misdemeanor Sentences 
2. HR 7349, An Act Concerning Identity Theft Victim Access to Records 
3. SB 25, An Act Restoring Electoral Privileges to Felony Convicts Who are on Parole 
4. SB 1113, An Act Concerning the Recommendations of the Connecticut Sentencing 

Commission with Respect to the Sexual Offender Registry, Petitions to Terminate 
Parental Rights of Incarcerated parents and Sentence Review 

5. SB 1008, An Act Concerning a Study of the Disparities in Pretrial and Sentencing 
Outcomes of Criminal Defendants  

Judge Devlin and Alex Tsarkov provided an update on the 2019 legislative 
session. 
 

IV. PRETRIAL RELEASE AND DETENTION 
 
Judge Devlin informed the Commission of the successful passage of its proposal 
to the Rules Committee of the Superior Court. The amendment to the 
Connecticut Judicial Branch’s Practice Book Rule Sec. 38-8 will make the ten 
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percent cash bonds available automatically for surety bonds under $20,000 both 
at court and at the police departments. This change is scheduled to go into effect 
on January 1st, 2020. Judge Devlin noted that the Commission continues to 
explore no-monetary alternatives to bail through its subcommittee on pretrial 
release and detention. 
 

V. PRESENTATION ON THE RISK-BASED SENTENCING STUDY 
 
Professors Rebecca Richardson of Florida International University and Brian 
Johnson of the University of Maryland presented the findings of their study on 
risk-based sentencing in Connecticut.  
 

VI. 2019 COMMISSION SYMPOSIUM 
 
Judge Devlin announced that the 2019 Commission Symposium will be held in 
January, and will explore the topic of disparities in Connecticut’s criminal justice 
system.  
 

VII. UPDATE ON THE 2019 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SENTENCING 
COMMISSIONS CONFERENCE 

Judge Devlin and Alex Tsarkov shared their experiences at the 2019 conference 
of the National Association of Sentencing Commissions.   
 

VIII. COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES SUBCOMMITTEE 
 
Sarah Russell provided an update on the subcommittee’s work on the topics of 
occupational licenses for persons with a criminal record, automatic record 
erasure, the cost of incarceration, and voting rights for eligible-to-vote 
population held at the Department of Correction. 

 
IX. MEETING ADJOURNED 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:42 


