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Access to high-quality criminal justice data is imperative for the Connecticut Sentencing Commission to fulfill various statutory duties, as set forth in its enabling statute, CGS § 54-300, including: evaluating existing sentencing policies; analyzing sentencing trends; identifying areas of sentencing disparity; and conducting cost-benefit analyses. The statute also directs the Commission to serve as a repository for criminal justice data in Connecticut by developing and maintaining a statewide sentencing database. To accomplish these data-driven objectives, the statute designates the Commission as an official criminal justice agency, granting it with “access to confidential information received by sentencing courts and the Board of Pardons and Paroles including, but not limited to, arrest data, criminal history records, medical records and other nonconviction information.”
Data access is also acutely important for the Commission to satisfy its many research requests, including a recent request from Judiciary Committee Co-Chairs, Senator Gary Winfield and Representative Steven Stafstrom. On February 4, 2026, the co-chairs asked the Commission to “undertake a study of court processing efficiencies using data available through the Connecticut Information Sharing System (CISS),” which is a comprehensive, state-wide criminal justice information technology system that allows authorized users to access linked, cross-agency data. Such study must measure the length of time cases spend at various stages of processing and explore factors that may contribute to delays or inefficiencies. The Commission is to submit its findings and any related recommendations by the end of 2026.
Despite numerous statutory directives and research requests that require rigorous quantitative analysis, the Commission lacks reliable access to the criminal justice data needed to conduct such analyses. Recognizing this issue, the Commission has established a Data Analytics Advisory Committee to coordinate its efforts to obtain and analyze data.



DUTIES TO INCLUDE:

General
· Create and monitor standing data governance agreements between the Commission, CISS, and other relevant criminal justice agencies to minimize negate the need for ad hoc agreements, such as MOUs;
· Develop the Commission’s long-term strategy for obtaining, processing, analyzing, and communicating criminal justice data;
· Discuss the utility, efficiency, and feasibility of creating a statewide sentencing database (as required by CGS § 54-300), the steps necessary for database creation, or propose amendments to statute to bring the Commission into compliance with its statutory mandates;
· Recommend updated statutory language and administrative procedures, as needed, to facilitate data sharing among criminal justice agencies and data access for research entities;
· Examine the Commission's status as a statutorily designated criminal justice agency and how that designation affects its access to criminal justice data and the process for obtaining such data;
· Act as a liaison between the Commission, CJIS/CISS, and other relevant criminal justice agencies;
· Enhance the Commission’s capacity to respond to ad hoc research requests and conduct proactive criminal justice analyses;
· Explore the landscape of criminal justice data in Connecticut, identify gaps in existing data collection, and promote cross-agency collaboration to improve data sharing for research and analysis; and
· Promote data quality, consistency, and standardization across criminal justice agencies to support reliable research and analysis.

Court processing study
· Advise on the Commission’s court processing efficiencies study;
· Explore the data capacities of CISS and how such capacities can be leveraged to complete the court processing efficiencies study, as well as other Commission research projects;
· Identify data fields of interest existing outside of CISS and determine whether such fields exist in Connecticut, which entity manages such fields, and whether the Commission can access such fields; and
· Update the Connecticut General Assembly’s Judiciary Committee on the progress of the court processing efficiencies study and the Commission’s ability to access criminal justice data more broadly.





